[Letters of discharge from a University Department of Medicine. Attempt at an analysis of their contents].
498 discharge letters, written by physicians at the Second Department of Medicine, University of Vienna were subjected to the following content analysis: procedures employed to reach a diagnostic result, length and preferred content of letters, delay between discharge of patient and posting of letter and relationship between pragmatic versus knowledge-oriented concepts. Routine hospital diagnostic procedures achieved a marked increase in accuracy in terms of medical diagnosis over initial admittance diagnosis. Enlarged diagnostic evaluation mostly occurred due to the assistance of X-rays. Letters addressed to general practitioners were longer and contained more assessment of the patient's condition than letters to specialists. Letters on average left the hospital 30 days after the patient's discharge.